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A lasting legacy

PLANNED GIVING CONTACTS
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A love for animals that cover the globe
MURIEL “MIKE” PETERS’ LOVE FOR ANIMALS 
SPANS THE PLANET she traversed many times 
during her life as a film producer, art historian and 
diplomat’s wife. Among her most impactful experienc-
es, she includes the three months spent in the Seren-
geti filming the “great migration.” Witnessing the 
marvel of millions of zebras, wildebeest, gazelles and 
other wildlife stampeding in search of food and fresh 
water cemented her desire to protect all animals, Mike 
says. Whether they’re mistreated dogs or poached 
elephants and tigers, she observes, “What a poor place 
the world would be without them!”

Accordingly, since the mid-1990s she has supported 
the Humane Society of the United States—known for 
its extensive reach and effectiveness—with annual 
gifts and has also named it in her will. “For the sake of 
the animals and for the sake of humanity,” Mike says, 
“we must support the organizations that work toward 
keeping animals alive and thriving.”

There are many ways to create your own humane 
legacy, from including a gift in your will or trust to 
naming the HSUS as a beneficiary of your IRA or other 
account. There are even gifts that pay you (or a loved 
one) income for life. Our experienced Planned Giving 
team is here to help.

To learn more about leaving a lasting legacy, 
scan the QR code below with your smartphone, call 
800-808-7858 or visit legacy.humanesociety.org/request.

Mike with her 
“granddog,” Oliver.

Scan the QR code with 
your smartphone 

camera or other device 
to learn more  

about creating your 
humane legacy.
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Vice President, Planned Giving 
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THANKS TO YOU, 2021 was a year filled with victo-
ries in our fights for all animals! Following are a few 
highlights from our priority campaigns:

 ɋ  More big names in fashion dropped fur from their 
production lines and sales floors, including Saks 
Fifth Avenue, Nieman Marcus, Alexander Mc-
Queen, Balenciaga, Yves Saint Laurent, Oscar de la 
Renta, Canada Goose and Valentino.

 ɋ  We helped Maryland become the eighth state to 
pass a ban on cruel wildlife killing 

contests. And we helped defeat 
legislation that would have 
allowed the hunting of bears 
in Connecticut, mountain 
lions in Oklahoma, wolves in 

Minnesota and expanded the 
black bear hunt in Maine.

Your support makes real progress happen!
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Your IRA can save animals—
and help reduce your tax bill!
IF YOU ARE AGE 70½ OR OLDER, you can sup-
port the HSUS using your Individual Retirement 
Account. Among the many benefits of making a 
qualified charitable distribution:

 ɋ Avoid income taxes on your gift. 
 ɋ  Count your donation toward any required 

minimum distributions. 
 ɋ Witness the impact of your gift today. 
 ɋ  Lower your annual income level (may help 

reduce Medicare premiums and the amount of 
Social Security subject to taxes). 

Certain restrictions apply. Contact us to 
learn more.

 ɋ  Through our partnership with Chewy, we delivered 
more than $8.4 million worth of pet food and sup-
plies to vulnerable companion animals in 101 U.S. 
cities and towns.

 ɋ  Five more U.S. states took a de-
cisive stand against animal 
testing this year. With our 
support, Hawaii, Maine, 
Maryland, New Jersey 
and Virginia banned the 
sale of animal-tested 
cosmetics. And 51 more 
companies endorsed the 
Humane Cosmetics Act, 
bringing the total to 367!

 ɋ  We welcomed 170 dogs and one cat rescued during 
Humane Society International dog farm closures in 
South Korea to our Washington, D.C.-area shelter, 
where all the animals were cared for and readied 
for adoption.

Rescuer Justine Hill works on leash training with Gahee, 
who was rescued from a South Korea dog farm.
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Supplies donated 
by Chewy in 
Hopi, Arizona


